 






   MINUTES FOR





1/MAY/10
BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

On MONDAY 17th May 2010
Held in Bentley Memorial Hall

Attendance:

Cllr. C. Mace




Cllr. R. Leonard




Cllr. A. Meneghetti





Cllr. J. Turner





Mr. J. Wilson





Mrs. E. Kleeman (Clerk)
Also present were BPC Pond Officer Mr. C. Turk, EHDC Cllr. K. Carter, Mr. C. Murray (EHDC), Ms. N. Meagher (EHDC), Mr. J. Higgins (Pro Vision) and 5 residents.



  Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman and other Officers





 ACTION


The Clerk opened the meeting and invited members to agree on the above roles in order 

that the formal meeting could proceed. It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Chris Mace continue

 as Chairman and that Cllr John Wilson become Vice Chairman.  Cllr Jenny Turner volunteered

 to become the new Planning Chairman.
1. Apologies for Absence









  


The Clerk received apologies from Cllr. D. Darrah and Cllr. C. Halton
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary and other Interests

The Chairman reminded members who have an interest to disclose in relation to any item

 included in the agenda for this meeting that it is their duty to do so at the appropriate agenda 

item (as required to be disclosed by the Parish Council Code of Conduct 2007).
3. To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8th March as a True Record
The Minutes were agreed and signed.  Cllr. Meneghetti passed the Clerk some minor grammatical amendments.

4. Presentation on Potential Site for Affordable Housing
Jeremy Higgins, the Planning Consultant, opened the discussion.  There was a display board 
with the proposed plans of 7 x 2 bed houses and 2 x 1 bed houses on the Doctors Field site.  
The EHDC hold a list of 27 households needing Affordable Housing within the village.  If the development were to proceed that would mean that a 1/3 of the need would be met.  The mix in 
the size of the houses comes from advice he has received from Natalie Meagher at EHDC.  A 
Noise Impact Assessment has been undertaken and the site is deemed suitable for domestic dwellings.  
No windows will overlook the Meadow House.


Mrs Joy asked where the access is.  The existing access from the telephone exchange would be 


used.



Mrs Robinson asked when the Noise Impact Assessment was undertaken.  It was delayed due to 



the snow so was taken on 27th January when the snow had completely cleared.
 ----------------------------------
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Mr Ewin asked if this is going to be the start of ongoing infill between the old A31 and the new A31.



The response was that at the moment these are just ideas of what it could look like – nothing is 

agreed until planning permission is granted.  Members agreed that that point needs to be clarified

before permission is granted.  Chris Murray advised that this would be an exception site therefore 
it would not be setting a precedent or standard to continue building on the potential infill plots.  Any 
new housing of any scale which is planned for towns and villages would be to meet local affordable needs and this would depend on government policy in 10-15 years time.  An Article 4 was put on a

 site on the south side of the old main road at the west end of the Village where plots were to be sold speculatively.
It was agreed by councillors and accepted by EHDC that if there was a further need for Affordable Housing it would be more desirable in separate small scale plots.  Cllr Leonard commented that only half of the site has had plans drawn up for it and not for the whole plot as the council had hitherto been led to believe.  This raises the question as to what the landowner plans for the other half, into which the current plans had clearly provided access.  Cllr Leonard also stated that because the plans etc which had been requested by the Council in November had only been supplied now he could not come to a decision at this meeting.
Then followed a lengthy discussion on the desire to transfer the 3 Affordable Houses that had

been previously agreed for the Crocks Farm site so that it becomes a 100% private site.  Cllr Leonard advised that he thinks the 9 proposed should be in addition to the 3 already agreed at Crocks Farm.  Natalie Meagher thinks a total of 9 Affordable Houses is a good number to bring forward.  Chris Murray said that BPC need to work out what is acceptable to them. It is not clear whether a ‘transfer’ would require a fresh planning application to be submitted for the Crock’s Farm site.

Cllr Leonard pointed out that at the proposed site residents would have to cross the road from the crossroads to walk on the pavement to the Bus Stop and Bentley Station.
Natalie Meagher advised that if the proposed development were to proceed it would put Bentley in

 front of other local villages and pointed out that this is a very rare opportunity.  Cllr Leonard repeated that achieving12 rather than 9 new affordable dwellings across the 2 sites would be a better option for the village and make an even bigger impact on the perceived waiting list of 27.
It was asked that Natalie Meagher provide a breakdown to BPC of how tenuous the link for the people on the housing needs register would or may be.
It was made clear that if the proposal proceeds BPC decide the local connection criteria under 
guidance from Natalie Meagher.  She will forward local connection criteria that have been used in another nearby village. . In response to a question from Cllr Meneghetti, Natalie Meagher responded that the links between people on the register and Bentley were periodically reviewed; in all circumstances the link was reviewed and confirmed prior to a grant being made.
Highways would also be consulted and comment on car numbers to see if acceptable.  Cllr Leonard suggested they look at the recent traffic count survey (which Jeremy Higgins had not so far) and feels that EHDC should ensure that the station increase its car parking capacity if the Doctors Field proposal proceeds.

Cllr Mace advised that BPC would needed time to reflect on the information provided and would provide feedback when Members have had time to discuss the plans.  It was agreed that members would discuss this matter at the next meeting in June.

-------------------------------
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5.
 Police Matters

The Clerk had not been advised of any notices from the local police that needed reporting at 


the meeting
At this point the formal meeting is adjourned for members of the public to speak 

Mrs Robinson asked when the metal posts will be removed.  The Clerk advised that she is waiting for Highways to come and remove it and has been chasing them on a regular basis.

Mrs Robinson  commented that the Bentley Archer is in a bad state of repair, she would provide the Clerk with details of someone who could quote on the repair works.  Cllr Wilson feels BPC should make the Bentley Archer from Resin.

There has been a large camper van parking in various places around the village.  The Council are aware of this and the police are also aware and checked on the occupants of the vehicle who said they would be moving on.
Brian asked if there could be more entries/exits onto A31to try and ease the speeding and numbers of traffic through the Village.  Cllr. Turner thanked Mr         for his suggestion and explained that she is forming a working group to deal with the traffic through the Village and at the School.  Cllr. Turner will be getting all relevant parties involved and will take his suggestion to the meeting.  Cllr Leonard requested a traffic count of the people driving through the Village from the North and Froyle in order to access the A31.
Mr McAlister advised that lorries over 7 ½ tonnes will not be allowed through Binsted Village.  A total of 14 signs are being placed around the perimeter of the Village.  Mr McAlister also advised that the Clerk should write to Colin Taylor at HCC concerning the length of time it is taking for all the outstanding actions to be completed.
At this point the formal meeting resumed
6.
Financial 

(i) Payments since March Meeting

Hants Play Field



Annual Subscription




£  20.00


Abacus HR




H R Services





£  13.58


Mrs E Kleeman



April Wages





£524.85


Mrs E Kleeman



April Expenses




£172.34


HALC





Core skills training




£  25.00


SE Water




Sept – March water bill



£  21.70


R J Knight




Clear & Cut back FP13



£504.00


Hampshire CC



Rent of Rec & grazing land



£300.00


HALC





Affiliation Fee




£256.00

(ii) Payments approved at the meeting


Abacus HR




HR Services





£  13.58

Mrs E Kleeman



May Wages





£524.85


Mrs E Kleeman



May Expenses




£  80.65


English Landscapes


Dog Bin Emptying




£  63.24


Nigel Jeffries Landscapes


Cutting of Open Spaces



£729.68

All the above payments are in line with the Budget
-------------------------------
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(iii) Approval of Annual Return

​
The Clerk had circulated the year end paperwork to all councillors a week prior to the meeting.  

Councillors agreed the figures.   Councillors were then asked to respond to Section 2 of the Annual 


Return which is the Annual Governance Statement.  ‘Yes’ was answered to all sections apart from 

 
Number  9 which is not applicable.  The questions that related to steps and procedures carried


out during the year could not be agreed by Cllr Meneghetti and Cllr Turner as they are new to the 

Council and have not had any dealing with accounting practices of the Parish Council at the time of 

this meeting.  Cllr Leonard advised that there was an assessment in March 2009.  The Clerk advised that the accounting process has been continually reviewed since she has taken over as Clerk in July.
    (iv) Approval of Grant to Pay for Fete Committee insurance premium

Councillors agreed that they would contribute towards this payment which could fall under either of the following statues s.144 and s.137

(v) Approval of Continuation with Abacus HR
Abacus deal with the clerk’s employment contracts and any other human resource issues.  All Councillors agreed to continue with Abacus HR

7.  Parish Matters
(i)
Outstanding Matters
Item 3 is to be taken off the outstanding list and the Clerk was asked to contact the memorial hall and put on the outstanding list the kerb stones outside the memorial hall.
 (ii)  Reports from Councillors, Officers and village groups

Chris Turk has carried out a 3hour survey of the pond.  There was no area that was deeper than 3ft.  There is about 2ft of silt which, if not cleared, will result in a mud pond.  The cost to hire a pump for 
a week to clear the silt would cost £97.50.  The silt that is pumped out would be put along the hedge and the brambles.  Initially this will smell but will not last long.  It was confirmed by members that the boundary of the pond is at the fence.  Foxhall has right of way.  Chris has checked and the pond is 

not registered as a site for the newts anymore as they have all gone.  There are only goldfish in 

there.  

Having the pump would make a big impact.  Chris has received recommendations for lilies by RHS 

that will spread quickly.  A couple of Lilly plants would be needed at around £30 +vat.  Councillors agreed the expense of Lillie’s and the hire of the pump.  It was also agreed that not all of the meadow 

by the pond needed to be kept trimmed  but to leave a footpath past the bench and up to table.  CLERK
(iii)
Litter Pick

Nothing was discussed
(iv)
Newsletter

The newsletter is currently being checked and will then be sent to the printers.  The newsletter

 will be delivered before the next meeting.
(v)

Other Village Matters

The Clerk has received a request to use the old recreation field for parking during cycling events in the village.  Cllr Leonard pointed out that this would not be acceptable as it has already been agreed that the farmer can put his cows in there in order to keep vegetation down.
-------------------------------
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8.
District Councillors Report
District Cllr Carter advised the Parish Council to take great caution with the Affordable Housing.  The noise survey that was carried out showed that there were levels of 70 decibels which is quite noisy.
Cllr Carter offered his help and asked to be included in the road safety group being led by Cllr. Turner.

9 Planning Applications and Planning Correspondence since the Meeting in March
(i) Planning Applications received since the last meeting

 50354/002
Coldrey Farm House, Froyle Road
Conversion and extension of workshop to create dwelling following demolition of cattle yard

50354/003
Coldrey Farm House, Froyle Road

Reinstatement of dormer windows to south east elevation and windows in the north elevation, 
creation of housekeepers flat in the northwest wing and the conversion of attic to habitable

rooms

20041/023
Northbrook House, Farnham Road

Removal of condition 2 preventing music to be played at events Monday to Wednesday and for 

The restriction to 40 events a year being removed

(ii)East Hants District Council have granted Permission to the following applications since the
 last meeting:-
20041/021/022
Northbrook House, Farnham Road
Extension to rear conservatory
35800/008

Land East of 1 & 2 Crocks Cottages, Main Road
Pair of semi detached dwellings
29169/006

Northbrook Cottage, Farnham Road
First floor extension with pitched roof to East, single storey side extension to form lobby and wc
52177/001

31 Eggars Field
Two storey side and single storey rear extension (amendment to application 52177)
34208/005

Ash Cottage, Main Road
Crown lift on various trees

10.
Correspondence & emails received since the last Council Meeting


The Clerk had no letters or emails that she wished to highlight from those circulated since the 



last meeting.


11.
Chairman’s closing comments and date of next meeting
The Chairman advised of the Michael Bowlers decision to step down as Vice Chairman and Planning Chairman due to the poor health of his wife.  He has contributed a vast amount over
the years at Bentley Parish Council.  The Chairman suggested everyone meet for farewell 
drinks on 20th June2010.















---------------------------------
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