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Minutes of the Meeting of Bentley Parish Council held in Bentley

Memorial Hall on Monday  22nd June 2009 at 7:30pm

Present:

Mr. C Mace


Chairman



Mr. M Bowler 




Mr. R Leonard



Mr. D Darrah

                             Mr. M Houghton

                             Mrs L Garrett



Mr. C Halton



Mr. J Wilson



Mr. J Andrews





Clerk 

Also present were  District Councillor Ken Carter, Derek Gilbert and Robert Simpson.

	Item
	Notes/Action
	Responsible

	1
	Apologies for absence.  None
	

	2
	Disclosure of Pecuniary and other interests. 

The Chairman reminded members who have an interest to disclose, in relation to any item included in the agenda for this meeting, that it is their duty to do so at the appropriate agenda item. (As required to be disclosed by the Parish Council Code of Conduct 2007).
	

	3

19/09
	Minutes of the meeting of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th May 2009. 
	

	
	(Distributed previously)  There being no alterations to the minutes regarding It was RESOLVED that these were accepted as a true record and signed accordingly.
	

	
	On completion of item 3 the meeting recessed to allow questions and comment from the public. 
 Derek Gilbert raised the question of the newsletter, the last one having been issued in February. There was every intention in producing the next one, though no material had been forthcoming under the agreed headings. Derek said he would take interest in producing the next newsletter, and try to get it ready before the fete.
Derek also raised the question of the website. Nothing had been altered on the website since the Bentley Greening campaign. The councillors repeated their interest in the website, although the current one is proving cumbersome in use. Councillor Garrett offered to find someone interested in progressing the website facilities.

It was also stated that the duties of the councillors should be followed up from the last meeting.

	DG                                

	7 Brought forward
20/09
21/09
	Reports by officers, Councillors and village groups

Ponds – Derek Gilbert reported that the pond has plenty of wildlife interest now, Red Crested newts have currently been seen there. Derek would like to buy some shears to cut the grass around the bench. This was proposed by Cllr. Halton and seconded by Cllr. Darrah, and AGREED
Trees – Sir Hew Pike. A recent event in Eggars Field where a tree with a TPO or in a conservation area was being trimmed without the PC having knowledge of it. A recent change of policy by EHDC means they write to the applicant and put details in the local newspaper without informing the PC. 
It was felt that the new clerk could study the local paper and scan the EHDC website for such events. 

BRGC – Cllr. Garrett

The next BRGC meeting is in September. The PC will have to convince the BRGC Committee regarding the proposed Sports Wall. See Item 11.13
Fete – Cllr. Darrah.

The insurance policy is with Mike Ewin so that the insurance position between the PC and the fete committee can be studied. The cups and prizes have not been valued yet. There will be a Wild West theme this year. Also Terrier racing will be an event.

Highways – Cllr. Leonard

As the position is new, there is no report yet. 

It was felt for the Bentley Spade event there could be a trowel presented to somebody who wins consecutively.

Greening – Robert Simpson
Robert had attended the National Greening Conference in Petersfield on 13 May. Concerns had been voiced that the initial campaigns were progressing too rapidly. The suggestion was that now the launch campaign should be delayed for 6 months.

The Bentley 4th July event will now be a Bentley Green Fair, and about 20 organisations have shown an interest, as are the Scout Sections.

Bentley has a 6 person steering group. Money is required for printing, £100 from BPC, which was agreed unanimously. Other money has been promised from other orgainisations. 

Cllr. Mace asked how to measure the success of the July 4 meeting. Robert Simpson felt perhaps by footfall, though comparison with the Rushmoor Fun day could be interesting.

	Clerk

	4
	District Councillors Report

· Cllr. Carter reported on the Transport Forum that he and Cllr. Leonard would attend on Monday 29th June.
· He repeated that the problem for Greening with Binsted was that the Parish was so large.

· There was a Community Forum at Holybourne on 23rd June at 6.30. The forum was held on the 4th Tuesday in the month. In future the Clerk should circulate these notices. 

· The Alice Holt forum had been held the previous week.

· Chief Executive of EHDC is leaving.

· Cllr Carter has started work on his new role and begun strategy for Petersfield and other towns will follow.

· There has been the announcement of a proposed new rail link from Bentley to Bordon.

· Work will start ON The Jolly Farmer crossroads, and include much better signage.

· Cllr. Leonard asked about crossroads at Bentley, and Cllr. Carter suggested contacting Mark Kemp-Gee.
· He also stated that permission for the development at Northbrook had been approved, but with the suggestion that there will  be more fitting architecture for the proposed tourist accommodation.

	Clerk

	5
	Finance
	

	1)
22/09
	It was proposed by Cllr. Houghton and Seconded by Cllr. Leonard and RESOLVED to approve the following payments, which had been made since the last meeting, subject to being in line with budget.   
a) £45.00 P & J Fencing (Removal of Bench)

b) £250.00 John K. Murray (Internal Audit)

c) £35.00 Bentley Community Association (Hall Hire April)

d) £69.91 Mr C. Mace (Refreshments for APM)

e) £435.00 Elliotts (Grass Cutting April)

f) £363.40. Nigel Jeffries (Grass Cutting - April)

g) £57.75 Mr. J. Andrews ( Clerk’s Expenses March)
h) £70.05 Mr. J. Andrews (Clerk’s Expenses April)

i) £35.00 Bentley Community Association (Hall Hire May)

j) £10.00 Mrs. L. Garrett (Chairman’s Allowance)

k) £383.56 Mr. J. Andrews (Clerk’s Wages – May)

l) £13.58 Abacus HR (May)

m) £13.58 Abacus HR (June)

n) £293.83 Farnham Castle Newpapers ( Clerk’s Advert)

	

	2)
23/09
	It was proposed by Cllr. Houghton and Seconded by Cllr.  Wilson, and RESOLVED to approve the copy of the receipts and payments for  April and May 2009.
	

	3)
24/09
	It was proposed by Cllr. Houghton and Seconded by Cllr. Garrett and RESOLVED to approve the Clerk’s expenses of £94.85 as at 30th June 2009
	

	4) 25/09
	After discussing the points brought up from last month, the Accounts to 31st March 2009 were approved. 
It was agreed to carry forward to the next PC meeting the details on the Asset register and the Risk Assessment to be finalised.

The Risk Assessment was to be circulated by email.

Proposed by Cllr. Houghton and seconded by Cllr. Halton.
	Clerk

	6
	Planning Matters
Regarding the Crocks Cottage appeal, Cllr. Bowler asked the clerk to resend the BPC letter to the Councillors and Mr, Crane and Robinson,

Also if there had been an Email on Affordable housing, the clerk was asked to circulate it.
	Clerk
Clerk

	6.1
	Planning Applications. 

                  22914/007 Loxwood, School Lane, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5JP
                    SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO REAR

                 50665/002 22 Eggars Field, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LD

                    CERTIFICATE OF LAWFUL DEVELOPMENT - PROPOSED PORCH TO FRONT

                         NO OBJECTION –

                   51949 Marelands, Marelands Lane, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5JB

                    INTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO PART OF FIRST FLOOR OF LISTED BUILDING TO PROVIDE AN IMPROVED BATHROOM AND WC LAYOUT
                    NO OBJECTION –


	

	6.2
	Results of Planning Applications. 

                  28222/002 The Star, Old A31, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LW  

                   LOFT CONVERSION AND NEW EXTERNAL STAIRCASE

                      NO OBJECTION –  PERMISSION
                   29427/011 Northbrook House, Farnham Road, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5EU  

                   10 UNITS OF TOURIST ACCOMMODATION, AMENITY BUILDING AND CREATION OF NEW WALLED GARDEN AFTER DEMOLITION OF STABLES

                       NO OBJECTION –  PERMISSION

                     35225/003 The Old Forge, Old A31, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5NF  

                  REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GARAGE WITH STORAGE SPACE OVER FOLLOWING DEMOLITION OF GARAGE

                       NO OBJECTION WITH COMMENTS–  PERMISSION                 

	

	6.3
	Tree Applications. 
None
	

	6.4
	Tree Results 
         51649 PRUNE ONE COPPER BEECH TREE  25 Bonners Field, Bentley, Farnham, GU10 5LH

                     PERMISSION

	

	6.5
	Planning policy update - Cllr. Houghton 
It was agreed not to carry this point forward.
	

	6.6
	Sale of field.  Cllr. Houghton 
The Company involved has gone into liquidation.

It is also very difficult to phone to get information.

The field doesn’t fall within the village settlement policy
	

	8
	Village Clean-Up.
Cllr, Darrah said there was no update on this, although the date should be set for July 11 and Cllr. Darrah will contact Robert Simpson on this.
	DD

	8
26/09
	Appointment of new Clerk
There had been 12 applicants reply to the advert in the Farnham Herald, and five were seen last week by Cllrs. Mace, Darrah, Leonard and Wilson.

Cllr. Mace is to speak on Wednesday 24 June with the selected final 2 candidates.

It was proposed by Cllr. Leonard and seconded by Cllr. Garrett to make the final decision based on this.
	CM


	10
	Large lorries on trading estate
The actions proposed at last months meeting are to be followed up.
	

	11
	On going items.
	

	11.1
	Newsletter
Derek Gilbert offered to look after this for the next issue
	DG

	11.2
	Overhanging branches at Fox Hall
Cllr. Wilson offered to look into this.
	JW

	11.3
	Commercial signage.
This has been outstanding for some time.

The new clerk is to find outif EHDC has written, and follow this up with a letter to the owner
	Clerk

	11.4
	DSCO/PC Beat Surgeries.
The local police had not been following this up.

Start afresh with the new clerk.

Talk to police about neighbourhood watch.
	Clerk

	11.5
	Developer Contributions.
Get Developer Contribution grant claim in by September 1.

Ideas need to be forthcoming.
	Clerk

	11.6 

27/09
	New benches
Cllr. Wilson has examined replacement hardwood benches, various types have been looked at.

A teak bench at £538 plus VAT was felt to be most suitable.

This was proposed by Cllr. Darrah and seconded by Cllr. Leonard.
	JW

	11.7
	Parking outside Pollards.
No action has been taken on this.
	CM/RL

	11.8
	Bentley fete – change of Standing Orders
Clerk to give Chairman a copy of the Standing Orders
	CM/Clerk

	11.9
	Tennis Club grant.
This was progressing after difficulties in submitting the order. An invoice was received on 12th June which the contractor is already chasing for payment. Cheque is to be signed after meeting and sent immediately.
	Clerk

	11.10
	Bus stop move.
This is outstanding due to checking whether the instruction had been sent in December 2008.

This is now thought not to have occurred, new clerk to follow up.
	Clerk

	11.11
	Bus Shelter by the Bull
Cllr. Darrah to investigate.

Also the roofing felt on the Bus shelter at crossroads to be quoted for.
	DD/Clerk

	11.12
	Ditches in Main Road
Clerk has written to Mr. Trimming and Holmes.

If no reply for a meeting, follow up
	CM/MB
Clerk

	11.13
	Sports Wall
It is suggested that a few representatives from the PC and BRGC meet on this.
	

	11.14
	Disabled access to pavilion.
Is this a Parish Council responsibility?

Cllr. Garrett to get update.
	LG

	11.15
	Local Development Framework.
No further news.

New clerk should find information out from various sources.
	Clerk

	11.16
	Changes to the Planning appeal process.
Daryl Philips is to be invited to a future meeting.
	Clerk

	12
	Correspondence (for information)

The Clerk had been asked for an update on the A31 situation
	Clerk

	13

28/09
	Matters raised by Councillors

In accordance with LGA 1972 in accordance with local council administration there will be no resolution made on matters arising from this item.  If action is required the matter will be placed upon a future agenda.

Cllr. Mace had received a grant application from Julie Alexander for the Rainbows. It was decided to pass this to the fete committee. Clerk to send a letter explaining this, together with a BPC Cheque for £50
Speeding should be added to the next agenda.


	Clerk

	14
	Date of next meeting

Monday 27th July 2009 at Bentley Memorial Hall 7.30pm
	


The Meeting Closed at 9.55pm 

Signed.............................................Chairman

           Dated............................
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