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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Bentley Parish Council held in Bentley  

Memorial Hall on Monday 27th April 2009  
Present:

Mr. C Mace

Chairman



Mr. M Bowler



Mr. R Leonard



Mr. C Halton



Mr D. Darrah


Mr. J. Wilson


Mr. M Houghton



Mr J. Andrews





Clerk 

Also present were 19 members of the Public, County Councillor Mr. Mark Kemp Gee, District Councillor Ken Carter.

Item 1 – Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr. Garrett, Sir Hew Pike, Mr. Alan Sorsby, Freddie Fricker, PC. Simon Dear, P.C. Andrew White, Darren Paine, Dr. Moore, Simon Crane, Bill Whitfield, Anne Man, Clair Walley, Terry Blunden, Derek Gilbert and Jane Nobes
Item 2 – Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st April 2008
It was RESOLVED that these were accepted as a true record and signed accordingly.

Item 3 – Matters Arising.

All matters had been considered and dealt with by the Parish Council.

Item 4 –Reports from Village Groups and Associations.

Ellie Sorsby – Bentley Youth
1) Intro and Background - EHDC officers teach Citizenship to around 1000 young people across the district each year. Through Citizenship officers identify what young people want or need. This is how the need for a Youth Council was identified.

2007- Youth Council was set up

2008-A coordinator was appointed full-time due to the amount of work generated from the initial set up. 

  

2) East Hants Youth Council - what is it, who is on it, elections 

Platform for young people to meet up and get involved in projects that improve young people’s lives.

Young people working, living or being educated in EH

Age remit = 11-21 but our Y.Councillors are aged 14-17 

Representation for: Bentley, Alton, Liss, Horndean, Liphook, Bordon, Whitehill and Petersfield.

Representation for: Horndean Tech, TPS, Amery Hill, Eggars, Millchase School, Bohunt School, Ditcham Park School and Alton College.

Youth Council elections 2009- elections currently taking place for seats on the Youth Council. We mirror the EHDC areas

· Horndean, Clanfield, Rowlands castle

· Froxfield, East Meon, Langrish

· Buriton, Petersfield Town, Steep

· Ropley, West Tisted, Colemere & Priors Dean, East Tisted, Newton Valence

· Selborne, Hawkley, Whitehill, Liss, Greatham

· Lindford, Headley, Grayshott, Bramshott, Liphook

· Lasham, Bentworth, Wield, Medstead, Four Marks

· Shalden, Beech, Alton Town, Chawton, Worldham

· Froyle, Bentley, Binstead, Kingsley

  3) What is it doing and what does it plan to do? 

  

Publicity- website- a tool to consult young people with, do polls etc

Newspaper articles: Money Pot, Parliament, National Takeover Day and Youth Council elections 2009

Developed literature to give out at events and posters.

Designed an attractive logo to appear on our literature and on t-shirts that Youth Councillors wanted to wear at events.

Money Pot- created forms, publicity and a process that was long lasting so we can continue to allocate half our budget to grants for groups of young people in the community. Young people can apply for up to £250. We allocated £3,000 in our first year and spent all the money on 12 bids so we now allocate £5,000 to allow for 20 bids.

Youth Debt- decided on an appealing name for young people ‘Penny Pushers’

Project will be piloted at Millchase School for 7 weeks from June to July. Youth Councillors will be available for a drop in session one lunch time a week. CAB may be supporting this by also being present at drop in sessions to help establish credibility. We will also be developing a pack including budget planning tools for young people.

Manifesto- 

Campaigns: 

Raise the profile of young people doing positive activities in the press 
Reasons: most stories about young people talk about 'hoodies' and anti-sociable behaviour despite the fact that they only descibe a minority of young people. Young people are the most likely group to volunteer as many already do but it does not get any press! 

  

Votes at 16 (Getting the district council, other young people and as many adults as possible behind us. Many councils have already announced they back the campaign) 

Reasons: You could have a full-time or part-time job and if you earn enough you will be taxed at 16, you can sign up for the army at 16 and make the decision to fight and potentially die for your country, you have citizenship at school but can't use the knowledge you have gained till your 18, other countries allow you to vote at 16, you can legally have sex and get married with parental consent at 16 so why can't you vote? Some 16 year olds are mature enough to vote and the ones that aren't or don't want to won't- it's the same as the older age groups! 

4) How EHDC can support- tips around working with YP

Communicating via text, email, social networking sites, for example Face book

Send plenty of reminders!

Arrange meetings at a suitable time for YP- evenings no earlier than 5pm

Try different meeting styles, for example: working parties

Actively seek young people’s opinions and get them involved in the meeting

Ensure the content of the meeting is relevant and pitched adequately to young people if they are being invited

You can get in contact with Lara and use our website as a tool to attract young people to meetings where youth related items are on the agenda or we could do polls on your behalf using our website.
4 questions were answered from the floor.

Phil Callaway – Bentley School.
In the 12 months since this meeting there have been ups and downs for Bentley School, especially with regard to the hall.  At one time it seemed that it would be almost complete by now, at others, just a distant dream. 

Finally, building has started and the finish date is anticipated as October/November 2009.  In addition, the old servery has been converted to a kitchen and when the new electric supply is available, hot meals will once again be served. 

Fundraising efforts for the hall have been amazing and there has been tremendous support from parents, children and members of the local community. 

Academic results have remained high – indeed the Year 6 SATS last summer were the best ever. 

The school still aims to offer a wide variety of activities both in and out of school time. 

This year our Year 6 were Hampshire’s representatives in the Mary Neal Project – looking at the role of country dance in London in the 1900’s.  This culminated in our children performing at the Cecil Sharp House on a Saturday afternoon. 

Residential visits were a great success to both Calshot and Gordon Brown Centre.  A huge ‘Thank You’ to Bentley Charities for their support. 

Clubs before and after school have continued to grow.  Indeed we now have an arrangement with Rowledge School where children can be taxied there to use their after school care club.  Parents collect from Rowledge by 6.00 pm.   

The school has won Cross Country, Football and Cricket tournaments and our boys swimming relay team got the bronze medal in the Hampshire Championships.  The under 10’s football team reached the County Cup semi-finals – a remarkable achievement for a small school – and with any luck at all, would have reached the final. 

Music continues to flourish with more than 75% of the juniors playing an instrument.  The Orchestra also goes from strength to strength. 

Without being complacent, the future of the school looks rosy.  The question to be considered is the part that it can play in the community in the future when the new facilities are completed. 
On a question from the floor as to how many children at the school are from Bentley, the answer was 50% from Bentley, 20% from Froyle, 25% from the outer catchment and 5% from Issington.
Michael Coulton – Bentley Charities (presented by Cllr. Bowler)
The Bentley Charities combines 3 original charities, one set up over 100 years ago. It is regulated by a Charity Commission scheme of arrangement of 30.10.1969. Its purpose is to provide financial help to needy inhabitants of Bentley.  Income from investments is so applied or accumulated.

The trustees are Dr Jonathan Moore, Chairman, Mrs Ann Joy, Michael Bowler and me, Michael Coulton. I am also Secretary. The Rector of Bentley is appointed a trustee ex officio.

Bentley was until 1975 a farming village where everyone knew everyone.  Until recently surplus income was used to grant a coal and later a gas allowance to selected individuals. Now that the Bentley population is much larger, the only way to find those in need is to ask for applications. Few applications are received by the trustees. If anyone here knows of someone who may be in need please let me know.

In the last year payments have been made to help Gardening Club assistants on an outing to Savill Gardens, for studies for a BTEC Advanced Diploma in Tropical Habitat Conservation, for adapting a car for special needs and to enable certain children at Bentley School to go on a week's class outing.
Following a question from the floor, it was noted that there is income available which isn’t totally being spent each year.

Bob Wilson - Scouts
2nd Bentley scout group is doing very well we have just started up Explorers 14 to 18 years old, so that means we now have boys and girls  from 6 to 18 years of age, we are running at about 75 children with leaders and helpers puts us up to about 100.
We run very successful programs, we won County cubs football and we have one entered in the County chess competition.

Next year we will be 40 years old hopefully some celebrating to do.

Thank you to all the leaders and helpers who do a great job, thank you to the village for their supports especially at jumbles, and thank you to the fete committee who have always looked after us, I think most of our tents have come from the fete and this year we are getting new flags.

Thank you to the parish council for their support and the Kings Mill Pavilion without this we would not be here. My only moan is we have been asking for wheelchair access for a long time it seems to be wrapped up in red tape. I hear its going to be done soon but I’ve been hearing this for a long time.
Tony May – Churchwarden of St. Marys
James Campbell our Rector left in June’08 and we have been in an interregnum ever since. We have been most blessed that two retired clergymen who live locally have covered most of the services in Bentley & Binsted parishes. We are enormously grateful to Paul Rich and David Perryman for helping to maintain the life of our parish here in Bentley. Without their willing help the work of the churchwardens would have been much harder and the life of the parish much poorer. Kathy Ogilvie Thompson who volunteered to be Parish Administrator during the vacancy ensured that the parish continued to run as smoothly as possible.
The pattern of Sunday services at St Mary’s remained largely unchanged, albeit we reduced the 8am BCP Communion services to one per church per month. Our Christmas, Easter and Summer Marquee services were exceptionally well attended, as were the majority of Sunday services. The benefice Harvest Supper in the Memorial Hall proved very popular. The Bentley Primary School weekly assemblies had been taken by Paul Rich. Susannah Morrogh and Andrew Thompson were the Foundation Governors.  The Occasional Offices during the year were: 12 Baptisms, 7 Marriages and 6 Funerals. Flower arranging was co-ordinated by Mary Thomson. The main organist was Ken Jackson. The bell ringers, led by Richard Sherfield, rang for most services. 

Our regular work with children continued. Our Children’s and Young people’s ‘Sunday schools’ flourished led by Ann Wilson and an enthusiastic team of helpers, both young and old. The Kickstart youth group attracted from 15-30+ youngsters every fortnight and on alternate weeks the ‘UpaGear’ group of youngsters/ teenagers met separately for Christian bible teaching - 10 young people were confirmed in St Mary’s this year by the Bishop of Winchester. The new Youth Praise service featuring a band of parish teenagers, proved very popular and it is planned to hold these services twice a term.  

We have a wide range of adult Midweek Groups on offer. Two groups met for prayer, one on Monday morning and the other Tuesday lunchtime. Two groups met on Wednesday evening, the Bible study home group and the Men’s group which resulted from the men’s Alpha course and gathers in the Star. A new group for younger mothers has started to meet on Friday morning. Guest Evenings held once a term at Mill Court or Green Farm proved very popular.  

The church fabric required no major work during the year. A small team of volunteers completed the installation of a new professional sound system in the church which was first used for Bentley School’s Christmas concert. The Community Service Team’s work in the Churchyard during the summer of 2008 proved most unsatisfactory and the churchyard quickly became overgrown. A member of the church took on the job of churchyard maintenance and had it tamed by the end of the summer. Unfortunately there had been a number of thefts and attempted thefts from the church/churchyard. As a result the churchyard store had been alarmed and the door reinforced. An attempt had even been made to steal the sandstone slab path under the Yew tree, this attempt was foiled with the help of the Police. 

The Bentley and Binsted Parish Magazine had been delivered to approximately 500 homes in the parish. Lizzie Powell & Gill Thallon continued in their editorial roles and Harold Fish took over magazine distribution. A copy of the accounts is available on request.  

Looking forward to the rest of 2009 the priority for St Mary’s church is to appoint a new priest in charge who will take responsibility for God’s work in Bentley and Binsted parishes now, and Froyle parish in the future. 
 
Gill Thallon – Footpaths. 
As footpath officer I report on the footpaths on the eastern side of the village from the crossroads. The main concern is footpath 13b which runs alongside the water treatment works and has been unofficially redirected by the land owner. It constantly floods in wet weather.  The foot bridge over the A31 leading from footpath 13a has a broken surface causing it to become very slippery in icy weather. The other footpath which needs attention is in front of Marelands Farm house on footpath14 where it meets footpath 15. There are two broken stiles requiring repairs to the steps. These have been reported to the land owner. All these have been reported on the Hampshire County Council web site. 
Cllr. Darrah reportrd that there was a problem with a stile in the area looked after by Simon Crane.
Denis Delaney – Bentley Community Association

The Memorial Hall continues to be well used by both village and outside individuals and groups for social and recreational purposes. 

In 2007 I came here and said that we hoped to refit the kitchen with stainless steel catering type equipment that would meet modern levels of hygiene for areas where food is handled.  The existing equipment was domestic quality and fitted in 1999 when the original kitchen was extended.  I am happy to say that this has now happened.  As is always the case it was finding the money.  On our second application we were successful in getting a grant from a National Lottery fund which paid for most of the work.  This time we have provided a dishwasher - an industrial type with a three-minute cycle compared to a 50/60-minute cycle for a domestic type.  We have applied for a grant to purchase new crockery and cutlery but are still waiting to know whether we have been successful.  With this new kitchen we are hoping to attract events with a substantial catering element.

. 

During the year we have provided a large cupboard in the Dennis Smith Room to accommodate equipment used by the youth club, the table tennis group and kick start.   Until now this equipment has just stood around but now it is out of sight. 

Other minor maintenance works have been carried out during the year to keep the premises in good condition.   We want to thank the Parish Council and the Fete Committee for their generous grants to us 

In the longer term we are looking to rejuvenating the Dennis Smith Room.  The existing décor and bar fittings were installed long ago when a social club operated here.  They were provided by the brewery that supplied the beer and reflect a seventies pub environment.  Again we must get a grant to undertake this work 

A new venture in the last year has been the Community Lunches.  Such lunches are a feature of other village halls in the county.  Those in Selbourne have been operating for quite some time and are very successful.  They are intended for the whole community.  All ages are welcome and the greater the range the better.  Three have already been held here and have been a great success.  The intent is to hold them at regular intervals.  They were initiated by Jane Harrap who with a team of helpers provide a welcoming environment, a very tasty and nourishing meal and an opportunity for the community to meet and socialize.  

On the social side we ran our annual Christmas Social Event, which was well supported this time and was a most enjoyable evening. 

ola Maxfield – Bentley Youth Club.

We are very proud of the young people who come to YOBs. So much is written in the media about the state of young people in this country. It is very easy to criticize, however, until you spend time with these youngsters you cannot be aware of the pressures they face.

Hopefully at YOBs we are removing some of the barriers faced by youngsters, the young people are becoming more confident and learning skills without being aware of it. Some youngsters help set up, others take responsibility for the technical bits that Darren and I are helpless with !

We have faced some difficulties in our first year, due to groups form out of Bentley getting priority over hall bookings we lose teenagers who could benefit from YOBs, plus having to compete with Scouts (not something we wish to do)

Entrance is 50p (this can be waived for those who cannot afford it) Activities include: Darts, Pool, Table Tennis. Computer games, Badminton and the Salon. We also have a tuck shop which helps us to raise money.

Darren has so far organised a BBQ to celebrate the end of last years GCSEs, trips to see the rugby, and a paintball day which was last Saturday. These would not be possible without the Bentley School minibus, so thanks to the School and Mr. Callaway.

We have supported the local community by helping at Alton8, a youth event organised by Alton Youth Council, manning the ice cream stall. We also made our debut at the Bentley Fete, running the coconut shy. The resilience of some teenagers was amazing to keep going through the rain.

I would like to thank those who have championed Bentley’s young people – The Parish Council (especially Lorna Garrett and Ian Price. Ian and his wife have also been supportive) EHDC, PC Colin Gray, and Andy our PCSO, Darren Paine, Dan Lancaster, and our long suffering partners husbands and wives. Thank you all.

Bill Whitfield – Bentley Allotments. (read by Dick Davies)

In 2007 the year was dominated by the weather with very dry conditions in April that required most people to use hoses to ensure the survival of plants, followed by a wet summer when what survived the drought was ravaged by blight causing a severe fall in potato yield and devastation of tomato crops. There were few good squashes, but runner beans seemed to cope with the changing conditions. Courgettes bucked the trend and we were, yet again, casting about for 150 things to do with the weighty produce from a few plants.

As last year there was a great variety of produce tended by a variably motivated workforce.  One tenant, who has now left, was convinced that someone had made off with his entire potato crop.  It has since been revealed, by the new incumbent, that the tubers are still in the ground but hidden by the copious weed cover!  Another new tenant produced a well landscaped and heavily planted plot within one week of taking over an overgrown area and, in fact, went as far as to install a trickle irrigation system. A most impressive effort and at one stage definitely a contender for the main prize.  It was an impressive effort but alas they have given up the 5 rods because of other commitments – a shame, since it was good to see a whole family working away. Simmi Player won the prize for the best allotment, a just reward for the amount of time she devoted to the task.  

There have been a number of plots change hands in the current year and we hope that the new holders will enjoy their labours in 2008 – paddy rice might be a good crop choice after the wet start to the current season.  There are 27 tenants and we have a small waiting list to take over any site that becomes available. We have managed to divide some of the 5 rod plots to accommodate individuals who have requested a small area to start with. 9 sites are run solely under female management but with some male assistance at crucial times during the year.

There is a potential problem looming to the west of the allotment site in the form of furry animals with floppy ears. The land to the north is carefully guarded by well-maintained fencing, which may funnel the vermin towards us. However, I note that there is a strong military presence near to the source of the breeding hordes on the western margin of the adjacent grass field and hope that the occupants can bring sufficient fire-power to bear to divert the advance and stem the breeding programme.

David Wilson – Bentley Care Group. The Binsted, Bentley and Froyle Care Group is a voluntary body which aims to provide a car service for all those in the three parishes who have medical appointments and who are unable to get to the appointment without having a car service.

There are fixed fees to be paid by the patient to the Care Group for each destination and drivers are able to claim 30p per mile for journeys undertaken. Booking of each journey must be done by telephone, the number being advertised each month in the Parish Magazine. Calls are diverted to one of the Co-ordinators who then phones around the drivers until one is found who is available to make that particular trip.

In addition, the Care Group organises a fortnightly “Shopping Bus” to Farnham on alternate Friday mornings for which a fare of £3 is charged at present.

Financially, the group aims to break even each year. The costs are those of  the expenses paid to the volunteer drivers (not all of whom claim), the telephone (both the central number and the calls made by co-ordinators) and some very small administrative costs such as payment envelopes.
Income is from three sources;


a.
The fees paid by patients to the individual drivers.

b. The moneys collected on the bus from the passengers.

c. Donations from Parish Councils, Flower Shows and Fetes in the villages and other sources such as the Bentley Charities. Such donations are sought only when needed and we have been very generously supported.

The current position is that, because of regular donations by the Binsted PC, the Bentley Charities, the Bentley Flower Show and Fete and recently, a particularly generous donation by the Binsted Flower Show and Fete, we have been able to continue with the fortnightly bus and have managed to hold the fees paid by patients. Despite this we are in a sound financial state for the time being; however, given the recent swinging increase in the cost of fuel, we will have to review the repayment rate to drivers of 30p per mile (not generous, even before the fuel cost increases) and this may make it necessary to apply for donations from the Bentley Parish Council and others. Any such requests will be supported by a current statement of the accounts of the Care Group which holds its AGM in November each year. 

Penny Robinson – Highways

During the year discussions were initiated to reduce the speed limit at the village crossroads. These plans were finally put in place in November 2007 with 30mph signs erected on the Old A31 west of the crossroads at Cedar Cottage and continuing through the village east until Bay Tree Cottage. Also 30mph signs would be put in place in Station Road south of the approach to the crossroads and continue north in Hole Lane up to and including Jenkyn Place and both side lanes which join up with School Lane where there would be a reminder sign “20 is plenty” near the school. Neither the 30mph restriction nor the hatching on the road at the crossroads seems to have made much difference to the overall speed through the village and at the crossroads.

As reported last year the break up of the kerb due to the Onyx lorries turning under the bridge has not been addressed and the small amount of hatching has made no difference. 

Also, as reported last year the road surface in Eggars Field has not been repaired and is therefore in a worse state than ever.  

The siting of a refuse bin on the south side of the layby on the A31 has made a slight difference but clarification on whether it is a layby or not needs attention.  

John Fuller - Bentley Recreation Ground 

BRGC meets three times a year. And we have our AGM in December. We receive funding from the Parish Council and our main users apart from the public are the school and the scouts. 

Last year the highlight was the installation of the new cricket nets, we now just need a cricket team. The play area is thriving and Bob Burton is running an under 12s football team. The car park has now been resurfaced and the drains repaired. 

Next season we will be making improvements to the pavilion including disabled access and shower facilities. Also vandalism of the pavilion has been down in the last year. 

Finally, I would like to thank the committee for all their help during the year. 

Paul Rowsell – Bentley Badminton Club

Good evening to you all. This is just a brief précis on Bentley Badminton Club and how and when we operate.

The club consists of members of both sexes, meeting on Wednesday evenings at the Memorial Hall at 8pm. We take it in turn playing mixed doubles and generally finish between 10 and 10:15pm. Having each played 3 to 4 games, we all naturally like to win, but none of us take the game too seriously and treat the evening as a social event at which we can also help our levels of fitness. 

The Badminton Club has been running for around 30 – 35 years and our numbers range between 8 to 14 members with an average attendance of about 10.

We played last year every Wednesday night without a break during the summer but there is no obligation to play all the time and we simply let one another know when we shall be absent for holidays etc.

There is no subscription to join the club and the cost for playing is very reasonable at £2.50 for each evening which also includes a cup of coffee. Beginners are welcome and we have some spare racquets of you want to try the game before buying your own. The average age of our players is 40 – 44 years.

Come along and join us on any Wednesday evening and if anyone has any questions you will find my phone number in the parish magazine. 

Item 5- Report from the County Councillor-Mark Kemp-Gee.

Item 6 - Report from the District Councillor-Ken Carter. 

Item 7 - The Chairman’s report – Cllr Mace. 
 Good evening Ladies & Gentlemen. I would like to cover 3 topic areas:

1. Maintenance of our village

2. Development of our village

3. The Council & Councilors

1. Maintenance of our village

Following an Asset Register taken on the 1st March 2007 it was confirmed that we manage 32 assets worth £261k (many having only nominal value) – they include play equipment, the recreation ground, the pond, the sports pavilion, 4 wooden seats, a number of notice boards and a spade. 

During 2007/8 much of our time was taken up looking after these assets by careful management of our budget. During 2007/8 our precept was £26k and for 2008/9 we have kept it at the same level. (which after inflation is actually a decrease!) During 2007/8 we allocated funds to the cricket nets, Bentley Youth Club, Alton CAB, Bentley School, the PTFA Bonfire, Bentley Community Association and the Recreation Ground. We also paid for a new picnic bench at the pond and the creation of the new parish council website. 

In addition, we maintained all areas of land owned by the parish council ensuring grass was cut and that dog waste was removed. We also used the probation service as well as local contractor Rodney Knight to clear overgrown footpaths and keep trees and hedges cut back. Finally a percentage of the precept goes on administration including the cost of the clerk, councillor training, data protection, insurance and the annual audit. 
One very important area is planning – During the year 2007/8 there were 18 planning applications - 12 were supported with no objection and 6 were not. We make it part of our policy to visit all sites and applications are carefully considered by the planning sub committee under the chairmanship of Michael Bowler. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Michael for all his efforts.

I will now move onto my second topic – the development of our village.

2. Development of our village

Since May we have developed a 4 year plan with the aim of improving our village. We have identified 9 areas to work on, namely Environment, School, Leisure, Transport, Services, Information, Housing, Traffic and Parish Planning.

I would like to briefly tell you about 6 of the 9 areas where we have made some progress over the last 10 months or so.

1. Environment – During the year we heard from Terena Plowright and the “Get Greening Campaign” and have discussed how we can progress this initiative in our village. We are now looking for additional volunteers to co-ordinate actions associated with “Get Greening” so if you know of willing volunteers please let us know at the end of the meeting after Terena has hopefully inspired you to get involved. During March we held a village environmental day which saw 25-30 villagers out clearing rubbish from hedges, paths, fields and ditches. In all the volunteers filled a large pile of rubbish sacks and we hope to repeat this event later in the year. 

2. School – During the year we held a meeting with Phil Callaway to explore ways in which the school and the Village can work closer together. Suggestions to date include the use of the school mini bus out of school hours, the use of the school hall and the use of other school facilities. We will progress these ideas later this year. 

3. Leisure – At the last APM David Asher talked about two initiatives – the Cricket nets and the formation of a Youth Club in the Village. Both of these are now in operation. The Cricket nets were erected in time for people to enjoy them during the summer and we have just had further improvements made to them so that they can be fully used this summer.  The Youth Club is now a regular weekly event and is managed and kept alive through the efforts of dedicated volunteers including Lorna Garrett, Darren Paine PC Colin Grey, Nicola Maxfield and PCSO Andy White to name but a few.
The other notable improvement is the formation of a Tennis Club. This has come about through the generous offer of Mrs. Swan Cutler who has made her court available to us. Also by the efforts of David Darrah and Lorna Garrett and the newly formed Tennis Committee. This initiative is now underway and something for tennis fans to look forward to.

4. Information – A notable improvement here has been the development of our new Parish Council website. This can be found at www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk and thanks to the efforts of Leah it already has lots of information on it and links to other important sites. The website will continue to evolve during the year. We are also looking at other ways to improve communications and I am confident this year will see further improvements.

5. Housing  - In addition to the points raised about planning, the Council is keen to see some additional housing in our Village and we have actively supported the building of small groups of houses such as those opposite the Star pub. At our last meeting we agreed to another “Housing Needs Survey”; the last one having been carried out in May 2005 which recommended the building of a further 13 units of affordable housing to meet the needs of villagers or those associated with our village. The survey results will bring us up to date with the needs of the village with regard to housing requirements.

6. Traffic – After many years on our agenda we have at last secured a reduction in the speed limit in the centre of Bentley village. It took a controversial speed reduction trial to demonstrate that the speeds could be reduced to secure this victory. With the support of the County Council, District Council and Police we saw this change take effect mid December and speed trials since have shown that the average speed has indeed fallen; contributing to making our village a safer place.

Another key area of focus for us is the A31. Reported last year in the Herald as “MPs call for Highway to Hell action – 72 accidents between Alton and Farnham so far in 2007”. Bentley Parish Council is actively supporting improvements to the stretch between the slip road onto the A31 and just north of Northbrook House. To date there have been 2 meetings between representatives from the 2 County Councils, Police forces, residents, EHDC and BPC and the 2 MP’s – Some actions have already been taken to this stretch including improvements to visibility and signage. Further improvements to the road surface and speed reduction measures are still being debated.

With regard to Transport, Services and Parish Planning we have made some progress and will continue to develop these during the year.

So, now last but not least onto my third main topic – the Parish Council itself.

3. The Council & Councillors

Following the elections in May we had some changes to the Parish Council. David Asher, Mary Thomson, Brian Dickinson and Alan Hayes all stood down after many years of service and David Darrah, Ian Price, Colin Halton and Mark Houghton all joined us. Together with the other members – Richard Leonard, Michael Bowler and Lorna Garrett and under the expert supervision of our Clerk, Leah Coney I think we have achieved a lot.

I would like to thank them and all the officers who look after our trees, our pond, our footpaths, our highways, our recreation ground and our village hall.

Also a big thank you to those in higher levels of Government who continue to give us their active support including James Arbuthnot, our MP, Mark Kemp-Gee, our County Councillor and Ken Carter, our District Councillor. 
Item 8 – Presentation from Terena Plowright on the “Greening Campaign.” Terena gave a short 10 minute presentation on the origins of the campaign and how it now progressing nationwide. She explained what the village could do, in most cases at very little or no cost, to help reduce their CO2 emissions. This is based on a simple card which is distributed to every household listing 8 things that people can do to help , such as turning the tap off whilst brushing their teeth. By displaying the card in their window when the tasks have been done the overall CO2 reduction of the village could be calculated. 

She invited people to come and see her afterwards over a glass of wine if they wished to find out more. 

Item 9 - Other matters raised by electors. No matters were raised.
Item 10 - Date of next meeting. AGM, Bentley Memorial Hall. Monday 19th May 2008 at 7:30pm
The meeting closed at 9:45pm

Date…………………………….



Chairman……………………………
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