






MINUTES FOR




1/jul/09
BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

On MONDAY 27th July 2009
Held in Bentley Memorial Hall

Attendance:

Mr. C. Mace (Chairman)




Mr. M. Bowler (Vice-Chairman)




Mr. R. Leonard




Mr. D. Darrah




Mrs. L. Garrett




Mr. C. Halton




Mr. J. Wilson




Mrs. E. Kleeman (Clerk)
     Also present were 4 residents.

1. Apologies for Absence










        Action


Bentley Parish Councillor Mark Houghton and District County Councillor Ken Carter
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary and other Interests


The Chairman reminded members who have an interest to disclose in relation to any item 


included in the agenda for this meeting that it is their duty to do so at the appropriate agenda


 item (as required to be disclosed by the Parish Council Code of Conduct 2007).
3.  To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd June as a True Record
 The Minutes were not agreed as an accurate record of the meeting in June.  Since the Minutes 

from the meeting were issued by the previous Clerk it was agreed to accept them.
4.  Appointment of New Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer


Mrs Emma Kleeman was appointed Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer to Bentley Parish
 Council and started her formal duties on 1st July 2009.  The Chairman welcomed her to the

 Parish Council and thanked her for all the work she has already done.

5. Police Matters

PCSO Andy White attended the meeting to answer questions.  The Chairman thanked him for
 attending on his day off.  PCSO White advised that speeding enforcement will be carried out soon
 in all the areas where new speeding limits have been placed.  Cllr. Darrah has had difficulties in
 finding the right contacts within the police to discuss  speeding and the concerns about it not just

 being speeding but reckless driving.  Cllr. Darrah has been advised that Bentley will be getting
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Speed Activation Units at each end of the Village but has no confirmation of when.


Cllr. Garrett asked PCSO White about the break in at the Church.  PCSO White confirmed that

 the Church was broken into, the thieves managed to break into 1 of the 2 safes in the Church.  It appeared to be amateurs that broke in – there were no witnesses.  PCSO White was able to report

 
that following a previous break in to the out building and the Old Parsonage that someone from the


Fleet area has been charged and the case is now with CID.

PCSO White advised that in recent weeks it has been very quiet with regards to burglaries in the


 area.


PCSO White advised that he has no plans to do any further Beat Surgeries in the village as only


1 person came and they were from Blacknest.  There are Beat Surgeries in Froyle every other 


Friday and in Selbourne every other Saturday.  PCSO White said that they are finding that going 


to community events is more successful than Beat Surgeries .  If anyone has any suggestions of


events they should attend to contact him.  The Clerk will email PCSO White dates of council     CLERK

 meetings so that he may attend future meetings.

The police are having a special drive against anti-social behaviour over the next month and there


 will be extra patrols in areas that have been highlighted e.g. Scout Hut.


 Mr. Simpson said that there appears to be a drinking dell behind the sewage farm.  PCSO White


 was aware of this, each time he has visited the area there has been no one there.  A name has 


 been put forward to the police.
6. District Councillors Report  - Not present
7. Financial Matters
(i) Cheques signed and approved at Meeting


Mrs. E. Kleeman

July Wages 





£  547.65

Mrs. E. Kleeman

August Wages




£  547.65

Mrs. E. Kleeman

July Clerk Expenses and Allowance

£    60.14

Tennis Court Services
Tennis Court Repairs



£2024.00 


Royal Mail


Redirection to new Clerk Address


£    78.10

Abacus HR


HR Services monthly s/o



£    13.58


Vision ICT Ltd


V2 Hosting and Support 19/09/09-18/09/10
£  115.00


Nigel Jeffries Landscapes
Cutting of spaces 1-5 June



£  363.40 


English Landscapes

Empty dog bins Apr-June



£    61.89


BCR



July Hall Rental




£    35.00


Earth Anchors Ltd.

New Bench





£  618.70


Playsafety Ltd


Annual Inspection of Play Area


£    82.80

----------------------------------
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Current Bank Account Reconciliation 01/06/09 – 30/06/09

	Opening Balance
	01/06/2009
	
	£14,409.02
	

	Deposits
	
	
	£0
	

	Payments
	
	
	£ 3,734.92
	

	Closing Cash Balance
	30/06/2009
	
	
	£10,674.10

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance per Bank Statement
	30/06/2009
	
	£10,724.10
	

	Deposits not shown
	
	
	£0
	

	Outstanding Payments
	
	
	£       50.00
	

	
	
	
	
	£10,674.10


(ii) Annual Return

The Clerk had sent the Annual Return to the Internal Auditor for Final Approval which was

 received and all the Annual Return paperwork is now with the Audit Commission.  The Audit 

has been advertised on the Memorial Hall notice board.

(iii) The Clerk asked members to consider all names being signatories on cheques.  It will be an
CLERK

 agenda item next month.

(iv) The Clerk ran through the new spread sheet compiled and discussed various items with the 

Councillors.  The Clerk will make some amendments.





        CLERK
8. Correspondence received since the Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd June 2009.

General
a. ALC weekly updates 28/2009, 29/2009, 30/2009 and 31/2009
b. Rural Services Community e-letter 30th June, 6th July, 13th July and 20th July 2009.

c. Thank you letter from Girl Guiding for money towards set up costs for new Bentley Rainbow Unit. 

N.A.L.C
a.
62nd Annual General Meeting for Hampshire Association of Local Councils on Saturday

10th October 2009 at 11 a.m in Winchester .  Cllr. Darrah will check his diary.



DD
b.
Minutes of VAT Policy Meeting held in April 2009
c.
Parish membership on the new south downs national park authority – this has been emailed to

all members however the clerk had a few printed off for members.

East Hampshire District Council
a. East Hampshire Youth Council email informing of new website www.easthantsyouthcouncil.org 
----------------------------------
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b. Various updates on applying for Home Choice (affordable housing)
c. North Planning Minutes 18th June 2009 – nothing relating to Bentley
d. Community Forum minutes June 2009 – including local public transport surveys.

Hampshire County Council
a. The Garden Share Scheme for older people – Seminar Tues 15th Sept. 10-12.30 at the council 

chambers in fleet .  Cllr. Darrah will inform NGS






        
DD
9. Planning Applications and Correspondence received since 22nd June 2009
(i) Cllr. Bowler took Members through Planning Matters since the last meeting.  The Planning 

Committee comments are shown in italics below. 

50840/002

Hill Farm, Hill Farm Lane

Certificate of Lawfulness for continued use of out-buildings for use as ancillary residential storage

 and garage.

Consultation expiry 29/07/2009 – The PC are not able to comment on this.
(ii)East Hants District Council made the following decisions since the last meeting.


22914/007

Loxwood, School Lane


Permission was granted.  No appeals were received.

51949

Marelands, Marelands Lane


Permission was granted.  No appeals were received.
(ii)   Cllr. Bowler asked members if they had any ideas regarding items that a developer contribution

  may be required for.  This is the last meeting to decide prior to expiry date of 1st September. 



It was agreed that Cllr. Garrett and Cllr. Wilson will work on this together.  Everyone was asked 
ALL


to give them their ideas within the next week.  The Chairman believes there is about £9000 to 



spend. 
(iii) Cllr. Bowler advised that he has received a letter confirming that from now on all Parish Councils



 can automatically attend and speak for 3 minutes on planning applications that go to Committee.
10. Bentley Parish Matters
(i) Reports from Councillors, Officers and Village Groups



Cllr. Leonard went to the HCC/EHDC Passenger Forum on 29th June 2009.  It was a good meeting



 to attend.   The most important thrust of the Forum was a report by Cllr. Carter, in which he 



explained how the EHDC’s £1m is being sent.  If any members wished to see the minutes the 



Clerk has a copy. 

----------------------------------
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  Cllr. Darrah reported that the village fete was a success, it is not certain yet on how much money

  was raised.  It was agreed to get the invoices made to the PC so that vat can be reclaimed as 



the fete committee has been co-opted by the council.
(ii)   Greening Campaign



Mr. Robert Simpson reported on the success of the Greening Fair, over 100 people walked



 thought the door.  They were also present at the village fete.  During the winter the steering group


 plan to show films and have talks on Greening.  Alton and Hollybourne are one year ahead of



Bentley  and Medstead which is helpful to learn from them. There will be a Green Card Challenge 



in the Spring.  Mr. Simpson asked if the PC had any details on the processing used at the sewage

farm or a contact there as he would like someone from Thames Water to come and give a talk on it.  The PC didn’t.


Cllr. Leonard read in an article circulated by the Clerk that a church has put solar panels on its 



roof and asked if Bentley Church have considered this as it is in a prime location.
(iii) Village Clean Up



The date for the village clean up has been set for 1st August at 11 am, meeting at the pond.  

Cllr. Darrah thanked the Clerk for her help in arranging for the equipment to be delivered and the rubbish to be collected. Cllr. Darrah also thanked other Councillors who have confirmed they can 

attend.  Cllr. Garrett recommended pictures be taken of the event.
(iv) Website



Clerk to update on progress she has been making.  The Clerk has managed to get East Hants 



District Council to change link to Bentley PC Website and is still working on County Council.


As many details on clubs/events/societies/businesses etc is required for the Clerk to complete



pages within the website.  Several possibilities were suggested about asking profit making


companies to donate money to appear on the website – this is to be discussed further.
  ALL

It was agreed that everyone needs to promote the up to date website.


(v)  
Parish Newsletter



Mr. Gilbert has now been given a copy of the last newsletter that was issued.  The Chairman
ALL/


will send all Councillors Mr Gilberts email address so that they can send him articles to include
CM



in the Newsletter.  Cllr. Wilson and Cllr. Darrah will check with Mr. Gilbert that he is still happy 



to produce the newsletter, with the aim of having one ready for September.


         JW/DD
(vi) Highways



A31 Farnham Road, 10mph speed restriction 01/08/09 for 3 months


Hill Farm Lane road closure from 10/08/09 for 3 months



Hole Lane road closure from 07/09/09 for 3 months
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(vii) Other Village Matters



Mr Wright has emailed again asking when the post on Carter’s Meadow can be replaced.  He had 
emailed the previous clerk concerning this matter.  It was agreed the Clerk will arrange for this to
be done with the contractor used previously on the proviso it is the same price as previously.      CLERK
11. Outstanding Actions/Work
The Chairman asked members to provide an update on progress.  The Clerk will issue a revised outstanding actions list to show the updates and new actions arising from the meeting.
        CLERK
12. Chairman’s Closing Comments

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and advised the date of the next meeting.  

The meeting closed at 10.00pm
The next Meeting of Bentley Parish Council will be held at 7.30 pm 

MONDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2009

----------------------------------
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