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Bentley Parish Council Newsletter

Welcome to September 2009 issue of the Parish Council Newsletter which will try bring you up to date with what we are doing and to help you understand what the parish council does for you. We also have a web site, which you can visit at www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk where you can view the minutes of past meetings, look at agendas and contact details for your Parish Councillors, as well as lots of other parish information.

. . . . . = = = = = : : : : : = = = = = . . . . .

Your Editor for this issue is Derek Gilbert who is also the Pond Warden for the Bentley Village Pond. Please send any News, Comments, Have Your Say Section ideas, Dates for forthcoming events to the email address below. This should reach me by 15th October 2009, so I can produce another Newsletter, in time for the School Bonfire Night. The Email Address is….

newsbentley@aol.com

Any Bentley Parish Council Concerns that you may have, or to see the Meeting Agendas or Minutes. Visit the Website…..

www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
	 Message from the Chairman

Over the last few months we have had another change to our Council. John Andrews our clerk moved to Southampton so we went on a search for a new clerk and I am glad to report that our search was very successful. From July Emma joined us and she has made a great start; making sure we are well organised and progressing initiatives on our behalf.
Over the coming moths we will continue to work on the following priorities, together with the Police, EHDC and our County Council:

· Controlling the speed of traffic through our village;

· Maintaining & repairing roads;

· Providing new or enhanced services & activities for village groups;

· Maintaining paths, grassed areas & other open spaces;

· Attending to planning matters;

· Supporting the Recreation Ground committee, Fete committee and the Memorial Hall committee

If you have any comments or suggestions then we look forward to hearing from you or seeing you at one of our forthcoming meetings. 
Chris Mace
Chairman

Bentley Parish Council
	Parish Council Meeting dates

There is a 10-minute public question time in every Parish Council meeting. This is your opportunity to raise matters of concern including items that may be on the meeting agenda. The public are not allowed to take part at any other time during the meetings unless invited to by the Chairman. All Parish Council meetings start at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall unless advertised otherwise. The dates for this year are as follows:

19th October 2009

30th November 2009

New Parish Clerk.

We are happy to introduce a New Parish Clerk, Emma Kleeman. Emma lives in Farnham. 

Emma can be contacted via email:-

clerk@bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Please feel free to contact the clerk or your local Councillor about any issues you would like resolved or raised at Parish Council meetings. However, please be considerate and try not to ring on Sundays, very early in the morning or very late at night.

The position of the Clerk is part time and messages may be left on the answer phone or by email and will be returned at the first convenient opportunity.
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Did You Know….         Bentley has a Link with the Sinking of the RMS Titanic.!!
It is rumoured that on the 14th April 1912, Harold Sanderson the owner of the White Star Line learned of the sinking of the Titanic whilst at his home Jenkyn Place, Bentley.
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Send Your News Items to   newsbentley@aol.com

Bentley Parish Website :  http://www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk

What’s On in Bentley. .   .

Saturday 12th September 2009 - Historic Churches Cycle Ride. A strenuous day cycling round as many churches as possible to raise money for the Historic Churches Trust ,St Mary's Bentley and Holy Cross Binsted Saturday 12th September 10am -6pm 

Contact Libby May 01420 23323 or Gill Thallon 01420 23538

Saturday 12th September 2009 – Bentley Toddler Group Table Top Sale – 1-4pm at the Memorial Hall. Entry is Free. 

Friday 25th September 2009 – Autumn Lunch. At the Bentley Village Hall. All are Welcome, young and old. The Delicious lunch starts at 1pm and costs £5.00 but is RSVP to June Harrap 01420 520399  janeharrap@tiscali.co.uk and to find information on the Autumn Supper.

Tuesday 15th September 2009 – Talk on the Beginnings of Aviation. The Phoenix Group. At 7.30pm in the Bentley Memorial Hall.

Beginnings of Aviation at Farnborough & the Influence of Samuel Franklin Cody. Contact Jill Parks : 520321 or Jane Nobes: 22319.

Saturday 19th September –Bentley Scout Group Jumble Sale at 2.30pm at the Scout Hut. School Lane, Bentley.

Saturday 19th September 2009 – Bentley Pond Clean Up. 1pm-2pm. At the Bentley Pond. See Below for more Info.

Saturday 26th September 2009 – Macmillan Coffee Morning. Run by the Phoenix Group. Memorial Hall. 10-12 noon.

Saturday 26th September 2009. – Blues Night at the Star Inn Bentley. ‘Timm Penn & Strange Sins’. 9pm. At the Star Inn, Bentley.

Sunday 27th September 2009 – Bentley Church ‘All Age’ Harvest Thanksgviing Service at 11.00am. Venue: Bentley St Mary’s Church.

Saturday 3rd October 2009. – HillBilly Blues Night at the Star Inn Bentley. ‘The Curst Sons’. 9pm. At the Star Inn, Bentley.

Tuesday 6th October 2009 – Bentley Garden Club. Grand Plant and Seed Exchange. Bentley Memorial Hall. 7.30pm for 8.00pm.

Tuesday 13th October 2009 – Flower Arranging for Christmas – Demonstration by Suzi Sheard. - Contact Jill Parks : 520321

Saturday 31st October 2009. – Jazz Funk Night at the Star Inn Bentley. ‘The Miller Family’. 9pm. At the Star Inn, Bentley.

The Bentley Rainbows Unit is opening in Mid September 2009. 

Rainbows are a Section of the of Girlguiding UK for girls aged 5-7.

* Rainbows have fun
* Rainbows play games
* Rainbows enjoy the outdoors
* Rainbows make things

* Rainbows help other people
For More Information, Contact the Rainbow Guider: bentleyrainbows@hotmail.com

We Wish All The Success to the New Bentley Rainbows Unit.  Good Luck For The Future.

Bentley Tennis Club -  Update
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We are still looking to recruit new committee members.

For this, or further information about membership,

please contact Freddie Fricker on: 01420 521071

or email:  tennisbentley@btinternet.com


Bentley Pond.

The Pond Warden, Derek, will be asking for volunteers to attend a Bentley Pond Clean Up for the Saturday 19th September 2009. At 1pm until 2pm. This will be just before the start of the Scouts Jumble Sale, so please come over and give some support. Bring some Gardening Gloves please. 

     We will be clearing the Broken Limb of a Willow Tree that came down a couple of weeks ago, and clearing a lot of the old smaller branches that have come down in the last couple of months. So nothing too energetic, just come and give some moral support if you wish. Wellingtons are a good idea.

     As for the pond in general, there has been a slight split over whether it should be left to the wilderness, or kept tidy for the public to enjoy, and brambles cut back etc. We will be asking the volunteers what they think, so come and air your views and suggestions. A quick poll will be taken.

     As for the Pond Wildlife, Derek reports there is a lot of wildlife. Ducks have remained since hatching, the Gold Fish, although nice to look at, are becoming too large in number. So we need the Heron to get eating and become fat! There is a problem with 2-3 feet of silt at the bottom of the pond which is being dealt with over a 3 year period in order to maintain the beauty, but keep the disruption to a minimum.    Working Party. 1pm. Saturday 19th September 2009.

Bentley Parish Website :  http://www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Ongoing Matters

Traffic Calming  - A31 There have been many meetings and discussions regarding traffic calming on the A31 and whether the central reservation turnings should be closed.  Surrey and Hampshire councils have opposing views on this but a decision should be forthcoming soon.

Village Parking  There is limited parking within Bentley village and as a road safety issue the Councilors are looking at ways to maximize off-road parking facilities.

Parish Council Website – Ideas  Your ‘interactive’ Parish Council.  We would like to let you know that you are now able to put forward your thoughts and ideas about improving our website.  If there is anything you would like to suggest please feel free to contact Emma Kleeman (Clerk).  

Parish 4 Year Plan As well as maintain our beautiful village, Bentley Parish Council are keen to make improvements and leave a legacy for all villagers and visitors to enjoy. To help do this we have developed a 4 year plan covering subjects such as roads, activities, housing, the environment and facilities. The latter includes further improvements to the play areas and providing facilities/activities for our 11-15 year olds. If you have any ideas or would like to get involved then please contact one of your councilors.


Household Recycling Centre in Alton.

Just a reminder, that the Times of Closing change to 4pm from the 1st October 2009 at the Alton Recycling Centre in Alton.

Need Your Help for the Next Issue of this Newsletter…

As stated earlier, we hope to have the next issue of the Bentley Parish Council Newsletter sent out just before the Bentley Bonfire, so we can include details of this event.
However, we need some help from our readers.  Do you have an event coming up.?  Or an update from your local club ?

Or want to have a “Have Your Say” included.  Or, do you have another story about the village, or it’s histories.?

Does anyone remember the ‘Cosy Cot Shop’ on the Main Road from the 60’s and 70’s ?

Do you want to write an article about the School Event, Pond Clearing Experience, or anything else for the Newsletter.

Please send them to…    newsbentley@aol.com

For the Next Issue of the Parish Council Newsletter, it is hoped to get reports from the Wardens and some of the clubs in Bentley.

So, we should have reports from the Pond Warden, Tree Warden, Footpath Warden, Recreation Committee, Fete, Planning etc etc.

A Blast From the Past !!

From the Herald – 60 Years Ago. August 1949

I found this article in one of my copies of the Herald, dated August 5th 1949.

Bentley’s Champion Gardener.

Lady Baden-Powell, president of Bentley Flower Show, presenting her Rose Bowl to Mr. A.W. Smith, most successful exhibitor at Saturday’s show.  

     Mr. Smith won the bowl when it was first awarded in 1939 and has retained it ever since, winning it again in 1947 when the show was revived after the war and in 1948. At the microphone is Mr. G. Coke, chairman of the show committee.
Bentley Parish Website :  http://www.bentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Bentley Parish Council Newsletter – QUIZ. !!

A quick quiz to see how observant you have been whilst strolling around the village.

Question 1.  What was planted on the 21st April 2001.?

Question 2.  Where would you find the Figures… 5 42 4  ?   A Clue. These are Miles Apart.

Question 3.  What was Enlarged in 1952.

Question 4.  For Whom does the Telephone Number 22119 belong to ?

Tie Break Question: -  In 1989, I completed the London Marathon. What was my finishing time.?   Clues Below…



Clue 1. I did not Win It.



Clue 2. I also completed the 1990 London Marathon, but with a slower time of 4 hours,  59 minutes and 58 secs.

Please send your entries to…  newsbentley@aol.com     Closing Date is 10th October 2009.

Winner, will receive a Nice Big Box of Chocolates.     Editors Decision is Final.

Free To A Good Home !!

Hen & Chicken of Froyle Jigsaw Puzzle. I am sure it is complete.  Just right for those Winter Months. Email: newsbentley@aol.com

Wooden Picnic Bench. In Very Good Condition. Sturdy and Clean. Please email with reasons why you would like this Picnic Bench and what you want to do with it. To email newsbentley@aol.com  emails will be forwarded to it’s present owner.  Not to be Resold for Profit.

Another Blast From the Past !!! Bentley Crossroads. October 1949.

 I have hundreds of Heralds, dating back to the 1940’s and 1950’s. Which I am slowly checking, for articles on the village. These make excellent reading. But the print is very small. But, amongst them, was an issue from 21st October 1949.  60 years ago.

In this issue, was an article on The Opening Meet of the Aldershot Beagles at Bentley.  The Beagles were not the main interest, it was the location of the meet, which was at the Bentley Crossroads, looking at other articles in other Heralds, this seemed to be a meeting point for Events in the 40’s and 50’s.
You can see from the Picture below, the Crossroads in 1949. The picture is taken from the Hole Lane end, looking South at the Crossroads themselves. The hedge on the right, is in front of the Memorial Hall, which I believe was still there until the 1970’s. You can also see the Old Recreation Pavilion behind the Black Shed. Just to the left. This was pulled down when the By-pass was being built.

Other notices of this picture, are the two Stone Pillars on the left of the picture. These used to be the Gateway to the house opposite the Memorial Hall. There are also no Road Markings, and no signs. The Black Shed was believed to be used for Cow’s or some type of agricultural use, but I cannot confirm this. You can also see the hill on the horizon which is Binsted. Comments welcome….
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Have Your Say !!


In the last issue of the Parish Council Newsletter, (Feb 2009). It was suggested to have a public ‘Have Your Say’ section. Although we have not received anything for this section, I have added a couple of issues that could start this section off. For future issues, please send your ‘Have Your Say’ views to newsbentley@aol.com  so the Parish Council can review them and hopefully have some answers for you in the same issue.





I read in the June 2009 Minutes that there was going to be meeting between Parish Council and the Recreation Committee over the decision for the Well Suggested Sports Wall, for the Rec. What was the outcome of this please. Derek Gilbert.


Hopefully, the Parish Council will have a Reply to this matter in the Next Issue.
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Have Your Say #2…


     “Why are the Black Bins Green, and the Green Bins not Green?”     Derek Gilbert.








